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On order of the Court, the following order is effective i mediately.

Recogni zing the integral role played by the judicial branch in the
operation of progranms affecting Mchigan's famlies, this Court joined the
Governor in 1997 in establishing the Child Support Coordinating Council to
set statewi de goals for the efficient and pronpt delivery of adequate child
support to the children of M chigan. Adm ni strative Oder 1997-7. In
continuing cooperation with the Executive Branch, we now reconstitute that
committee as the Child Support Leadership Council to resune a coordi nated
effort to provide Mchigan famlies with optimal child support and rel ated
servi ces.

It is therefore ordered, concurrent with the Executive Oder issued
t oday by CGovernor John Engler, that the Child Support Leadership Council is
est abl i shed. The Council is advisory in nature and is charged with the
foll ow ng responsibilities:

1. Establish statewi de goals and objectives for the child support
program

2. Revi ew and reconmend policy for the child support program

3. Share i nformati on wi th appropri ate groups regardi ng programi ssues.

4. Anal yze and reconmend state positions on pending and proposed

changes in court rules and federal and state |egislation.

The Council shall consist of nine nenbers. Four shall be appointed by
t he Governor, four shall be appointed by the Suprene Court, and one shall be
appoi nted by the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of M chigan.



The termof appointnment is two years, except that two of the Governor’s
first appointnments and three of the Court’s first appointnents shall serve
terms of one year. Reappoi ntnent is at the discretion of the respective
appoi nting authority.

Two nmenbers shall be appoi nted each January to serve as co-chairs of the
Council, except that the first appointnents shall occur coincident with this
order. The Governor shall appoint one co-chair and the Court shall appoint
t he other co-chair.

The Council shall mnmeet quarterly or nore frequently as it deens
necessary. The co-chairs shall organize the tinme and |ocation of each
nmeeti ng, devel op an agenda, and facilitate the conduct.

Each year the Council shall submt to the Governor and the Court its
recommendati ons for annual goals and strategies. Wthin sixty days, the
Governor and the Court may approve or anend the recommendati ons.

By January 31 of each year, the Council shall submt an annual report to
t he Governor and the Court for the previous year.

By-laws for the operation of the Council shall be devel oped and approved
by the nenbers.

Pol i cy changes warranted by federal or state |law shall be presented to
the Council by the Ofice of Child Support (federal or state law) or the
State Court Admnistrative Ofice (state law or court rule), or shall be
submtted to one of the co-chairs by other sources. The Council shall
devel op a format for presenting and di scussi ng i ssues, which shall include an
opportunity for raising issues during a regular neeting or placing them on
t he agenda t hrough one of the co-chairs before the neeting.

I n devel opi ng recommendati ons, nenbers may seek comment as appropri ate,
i ncl udi ng comrent fromvarious child support advocacy organi zati ons, through
a process determ ned by the nenbers.

If the Council cannot reach agreenent on an issue requiring its
recommendation, the alternative positions shall be docunented in witing for

deci sion by the Governor and the Court.

Adm ni strative Order 1997-7 is rescinded, effective immed ately.



